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The SNP wants to make Orkney and Scotland, better.  We want to build an Orkney we’re 
proud of and a county that’s prosperous and forward-looking.  These islands have massive 
potential and together we can make our home a better place. 
 
Publishing a local election manifesto is new for us here.  These pledges are what your SNP 
candidates want to do in the council.  It means you can look at what we do and judge us 
against what we said we would do.  If you elect us as your councillors you can use this 
manifesto to hold us to account. 
 
SNP councillors will have an advantage in helping make Orkney better – we’ll be able to call 
on a network of help and advice from all over the country; councillors who have faced 
problems and run administrations in difficult times, friends and colleagues who can offer 
support and good counsel. 
 
We can ask our Aberdeen City colleagues about facing up to tough spending decisions after 
the financial problems they faced when they took office; our Aberdeenshire counterparts had 
the Trump decision and can advise about dealing with controversial planning decisions, and 
our Highland colleagues can advise on working with independent councillors to get the best 
results for our community. 
 
As well as all of that we have councillors the length and breadth of the country who support 
each other and share best practice, offer each other advice on how to get the best deal for 
constituents and how to get through bureaucracy quickly.  Being an SNP candidate means 
accessing a network of support and help.  
 
Our pledges for Orkney can be found later in this document and we’ll be working to 
implement them as Orkney SNP councillors but we’ll also be working to implement the 
national SNP pledges in local government: 
 

 A living wage for council staff 
 

 600 hours of free nursery provision  
 

 Better partnership working, leading on the integration of health and social care 
 

 Maintain the Council Tax freeze 
 

 No compulsory redundancies for council staff 
 

 A carers champion to have a cross-departmental remit to ensure that carers’ 
issues are addressed and policy development takes account of their needs  

 
 Maintain the Small Business Bonus to help small businesses through tough 

economic times. 

Making Orkney Better  
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Lynda Baird, candidate for Kirkwall West & Orphir: 
“I want to see small businesses flourish here.  The SNP Scottish Government’s Small 
Business Bonus is a great start but I think we can do more.  That’s why we’ll look at 
ways of allowing local businesses to tender for council contracts more easily.” 
 
Ewan Loudon, candidate for East Mainland, South Ronaldsay and Burray: 
“Orkney can invest in the future, building our renewables industry to create future jobs 
and prosperity.  Adding those to the jobs already here will help build a secure future for 
Orkney.  That’s why we’ll press for further Scottish Government support for renewables 
and a change of heart and mind from the UK Government on transmission charges.” 
 
Arthur Robertson, candidate for Stromness & South Isles: 
“We need a modern communications infrastructure so all of our people are in the best 
position to take advantage of the opportunities that are there.  That’s why we’ll work 
with the Scottish Government and the Next Generation Digital Fund of the Scottish 
Futures Fund, and with the service providers to provide better mobile phone coverage 
and decent broadband for Orkney.” 
 
John  Mowat, candidate for Kirkwall East: 
“Our farmers need more support, they need to know that we are behind them 100%, and 
they need markets for their produce.  That’s why we’ll carry on the good work that the 
council has started in finding an abattoir solution and why we’ll be pressing the Scottish 
Government for a quick decision on a solution to the greylag geese problem.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Orkney SNP candidates with our MEP and MSP who were here working on the issues that matter most in 
Orkney.  Left to right:  Mike MacKenzie MSP, Lynda Baird, John Mowat, Arthur Robertson, Ewan Loudon 

and Alyn Smith MEP. 

Why I ’m standing for counci l  
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Helping small  businesses  
The SNP Scottish Government introduced the Small Business Bonus when it was elected in 2007, cutting 
business rates for small businesses and abolishing them entirely for the smallest businesses, ensuring 
that the businesses we need most in our communities get a chance to survive during the hard times so 
they’re able to thrive when times get better.  Finance Secretary John Swinney is balancing the books by 
making the supermarkets pay more – it’s clear he learned lessons from his Stromness granny. 
 
We want to go further, though; we want to give our local businesses more help.  That’s why one of the 
first things we’ll be doing as councillors is poking the council’s procurement system to see if there are 
ways of allowing local businesses to tender for council contracts more easily.  If we’re spending our 
own money we should make sure that our own people have a chance to sell to the council.  If we can 
keep that money in Orkney a bit longer it’ll do a bit more good. 
 
Keeping your money in your pocket 
Since 2007 the SNP Scottish Government has also funded a freeze in the Council Tax and agreements 
with every council in Scotland have delivered it.  It’s a worry that some councils are muttering about 
ending the freeze because that would affect our chances of keeping it.  We support the continuation of 
the Council Tax Freeze until we can get rid of Council Tax altogether because we think that households 
are struggling enough already without councils adding to the burden. 
 
Sorting out our ferries 
There are lots of issues with our ferries and lots to be discussed and thrashed out.  Shetland also has a 
lot to say on ferries and we’re getting nowhere by carrying on the discussion in the newspapers. 
 
That’s why Orkney SNP and Shetland SNP are delighted that the Transport Minister is visiting these 
islands to see and hear for himself what the issues are.  That should help us to make progress in a way 
that we’ll never make it if we’re shouting across the waves at each other. 
 
When we have the Transport Minister here we can raise other issues with him as well and make sure 
that he knows what we need to do to make our transport infrastructure fit for purpose. 
 
Fighting for fairer fuel  prices 
Fuel prices here are far too high and we have additional considerations here that aren’t important 
elsewhere.  Transport and heating are both too expensive in Orkney and those are additional costs for 
people living here and for businesses based here. 
 
We’ll campaign for fairer fuel prices for Orkney; the 5p cut in petrol duty in February wasn’t enough, we 
need the UK Government to have a serious look at the taxes on fuel for transport and heating.  We need 
real action to address fuel poverty and high transport costs and the UK Government has to think again. 
 
Building for the future 
In an interconnected world Orkney isn’t quite connected enough.  A modern society in the county needs 
modern communications, we need better mobile phone coverage and faster broadband.  Orcadians 
deserve the same communications standards as everyone else and Orkney businesses would benefit 
from being able to communicate more easily with customers and potential customers across the world. 
 
That’s why we’ll work with the Scottish Government to access the Next Generation Digital Fund, with BT 
and with other providers to get the very best we can in improved mobile phone coverage, faster 
internet broadband and the most up-to-date infrastructure possible.  We can’t afford to have Orkney 
fall behind and we’ll work to put Orkney right at the forefront of developing technologies that will 
allow everyone in Orkney access to world communications. 
 

The SNP vision for Orkney  
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Energising Orkney 
We’ve got some of the best conditions for harnessing renewable power anywhere in the world and 
we’ve got the research going on already at EMEC that will develop the technology needed.  There’s the 
potential for Orkney marine power plants to generate 10,000 megawatts and we currently only use 30 
megawatts here.  Now we need to have the connections to the National Grid upgraded to make sure that 
we can sell that energy into the marketplace. 
 
That’s why we’ll press the Scottish Government to keep investing in renewables and why we’ll keep 
pressing for an upgraded interconnector to take electricity from Orkney instead of the other way 
round.  We need the infrastructure in place to take full advantage of our good fortune in having the 
opportunity to generate so much power. 
 
We’ll need more than that, though; we’ll also need fairness in the electricity market so we’ll need the 
UK Government to think again about the transmission charges that unfairly penalise us because we’re 
so far away from London.  We’ll keep campaigning with our colleagues across Scotland to get the UK 
Government to think again. 
 
We’ll badger Edinburgh for continued support and we’ll campaign for London to give us a fair chance.  
We can energise Orkney, supply the rest of Scotland, and make a valuable contribution to the fight 
against climate change. 
 
Adapting the abattoir  
The closure of Orkney Meat was a blow to farmers and to our economy.  We praise the fast work done 
by the council in stepping in to find a temporary solution, now we need a longer-term solution. 
 
We must maintain an abattoir in Orkney and we’ll keep looking into the possible solutions with our 
colleagues from the SNP Scottish Government and the European Parliament.  In meetings that Alyn 
Smith MEP held here recently, some glimmers of hope were kindled that we might be able to find a way 
to change the abattoir to run on a social enterprise model and we heard that the Scottish Government 
was looking at ways of amending the regulations to make operations here less expensive. 
 
Supporting our farmers 
Our MEP is taking up farming issues raised with him recently and we’ll be supporting him in this.  We’ll 
be pressing the Scottish Government for faster action in finding a solution to the greylag geese 
problem – the economic loss to our farmers is simply too great and the damage done to the 
environment is just as much of a problem.  A solution has to be found and has to be found fast. 
 
Alyn Smith MEP is still challenging the EU rules on sheep electronic identification and is working to 
address issues around the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy.  We’ll keep him right up to date 
with the situation here and we’ll keep the pressure on Europe to consider the difficult conditions our 
farmers operate under. 
 
Better local  health faci l it ies 
The council has to lead the way in making sure that health facilities are of the standard we need.  
Partnership between the council and the NHS is the best way to ensure that we get the kind of services 
we need.  We’ll be pressing for the council to keep up the dialogue, keep up the efforts and keep 
delivering for Orkney. 
 
Where we can’t get progress we’ll consider using the council’s resources to provide better health 
facilities and look for the NHS to take over the costs of running them.  That’s not an ideal solution but 
where there’s a problem to be solved we should get on with providing the solution rather than hunting 
for perfection.  Let’s sort our health facilities. 
 

The SNP vision for Orkney  
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Backing Orcadian culture 
There’s plenty of talk across Scotland about the Gaelic language and Gaelic culture, it’s time we got 
more notice taken of our culture. 
 
We’ll support the protection and learning of our own language, Norn may be gone but our modern 
language is just as valuable as any other.  We’ve got a distinct and distinctive culture, too, and it’s no 
peedie.  We like the work done by Orkney College in its Nordic studies and archaeology departments 
and we’ll support that where we can.  Investing in our culture from the council’s resources is clearly 
sensible but we need more. 
 
We’ll press the Scottish Government for recognition of the special place our language and culture have 
in our lives and for them to be recognised as being important for Scotland.  We’ll also look at ways of 
promoting our culture further afield and using it as a selling point for our islands; for tourism and for 
helping the export of Orkney produce. 
 
Supporting our college 
Orkney College has done some wonderful work over the years and continues to provide an excellent 
service for us all.  It’s at the forefront of research in agronomy and is carving out a niche for itself in 
other areas.  The council has done a fair bit to support the college so far but a lot more needs done to 
make it a success story for the future. 
 
We’ll keep up the council’s support for the college and we’ll keep looking for ways to improve that 
support.  On top of that, though, we’ll work with our colleagues across the country to find more support 
for our college.  We’ll be asking the Scottish Government to consider the special place our college has 
in our community and whether there might be more funding available.  We’ll also work with our MEP to 
look for European resources that might be pulled into Orkney College. 
 
Police force 
The single police force will make the police more accountable in Orkney.  Just now a couple of 
councillors fly off to Inverness every so often for a police meeting but under the new system the 
divisional commander of the police will attend at the council to answer questions – and we’ll be making 
sure that Orkney’s questions get answered and that your police service is working for you. 
 
 
Your candidates 
We have four candidates standing in Orkney, get in touch if you need any more information: 
 
LYNDA BAIRD      EWAN LOUDON 
 Kirkwall West & Orphir     East Mainland, South Ronaldsay and Burray 
Houton Bay Lodge     1 Sands Park 
Orphir       Deerness 
houtonbaylodge@aol.co.uk    ewanloudon@hotmail.co.uk  
 
 
 
ARTHUR ROBERTSON     JOHN MOWAT 
Stromness & South Isles     Kirkwall East 
94 Victoria Street     Springfield Drive 
Stromness      Kirkwall 
arthurrobertson@supanet.com    johnrossmowat@yahoo.co.uk  
 
 
 

The SNP vision for Orkney  
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Here are just a few of the achievements of the SNP in office: 
 

• Council tax frozen for eight years, taking some pressure off of family budgets 
 

• Abolished prescription charges  
 

• Maintained free travel for over 60s  
 

• Abolished university tuition fees  
 

• Scrapped £2300 Graduate Endowment 
 

• Free personal care for the elderly protected  
 

• Built record numbers of schools across Scotland 
 

• 1000 more police on the beat  
 

• Crime rates at a 35 year low 
 

• Thousands of small businesses freed from business rates  
 

• Frozen the pay of Scottish Government Ministers 
 

• Introduced Post Office Diversification Fund – benefiting Longhope and Papa 
Westray Post Offices 
 

• Established the Saltire Prize for Marine Energy Innovation 
 

• Increased entitlement to free nursery education 
 

• New Aberdeen Dental School  
 
 
You know how well the SNP has performed in Government. 
 
SNP councillors will work just as hard. 
 
 

  

What  has  the SNP ever done for  us? 
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Together we can make Orkney better  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vote for  your SNP candidate on May 3rd 
 
 

In this election you vote with numbers – 1 for the person you most want elected, 2 for 
your second choice and so on.  We hope you give your SNP candidate your number 1 vote 
but if someone else is lucky enough to get that, your number 2 vote will be welcome too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Promoted by John Mowat on behalf of Orkney SNP, Springfield Drive, Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1XU 


